
HON. RICHARD J. KEY was born in  

Ballard County, Ky., October 3, 1825, and  

is a son of Jefferson and Drucilla (Baley)  

Key, both natives of the "Old Dominion,"  

and of English descent. Jefferson Key at  

the age eighteen or nineteen years, came  

with his parents to Henderson County, Ky.,  

and soon afterward to Hopkins County, Ky. ,  

where he was married, and where he opened  

a general store on the Madisonville and Hen-  

derson road, about eleven miles from the  

former place. He remained there for a short  

time, then moved to the Purchase District,  

where he followed merchandising and ship-  

ping salt until his death in 1827, in his  

thirty- fifth year. He and his wife were mem-  

bers of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  

Richard J. was employed on his mother's  

farm until he attained his majority, when he  

came to Hopkins County, Ky., and bought  

200 acres of wild land near Nebo, where he  

improved a farm and has since been exten-  

sively engaged in stock raising. In 1881-  

82 he represented Hopkins County in the  

lower house of the Kentucky legislature.  

He was married November 24, 1847, to Miss  

Rebecca W. Pruyear, a native of Mecklen-  

burgh County, Va. To them have been born  

eleven children, four of whom, all daughters,  

are living. Mr. Key is a member of the  

Methodist Episcopal Church South, and  

Mrs. Key of the Christian Church. In poli-  

tics Mr, Key is identified with the national  

Greenback party. 
Kentucky : a history of the state, embracing a concise account of the origin and development of the 
Virginia colony; its expansion westward, and the settlement of the frontier beyond the Alleghanies; the 
erection of Kentucky as an independent state, and its subsequent development" J. H, BATTLE W H. 
PERRIN, G..C. KNIFFIN: ILLUSTRATED WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS. LOUISVILLE, KY., 
CHICAGO, IL: F. A. BATTEY PUBLISHING COMPANY. 1885 (Johns Hopkins Library) 

http://archive.org/details/cu31924052729112
http://archive.org/details/cu31924052729112
http://archive.org/details/cu31924052729112

